
 

 
 

 

October 20, 2019 • Issue 22 
 

  

 

OECTA TO CONDUCT PROVINCE-WIDE STRIKE VOTE 
 

On the recommendation of the OECTA Provincial Bargaining Team, the Provincial Executive has decided to 

conduct a province-wide, all-member strike vote. Below is some important information about why this 

decision has been taken and what will be required of members. 

 

Why is OECTA taking a strike vote? 

 

We have reached a critical juncture in the bargaining process. Thus far, the OECTA Provincial Bargaining 

Team has met 17 times with representatives of the government and the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ 

Association, with the goal of negotiating an agreement that protects members’ interests and ensures 

quality learning and working conditions in our schools. However, the government appears determined to 

pursue their reckless cuts. To continue making progress at the bargaining table, the Association feels it 

has become necessary to conduct a strike vote that would demonstrate Catholic teachers’ solidarity and 

resolve.  

    

Will we be taking strike action? 

 

A strike vote is a crucial tool in the bargaining process, and a required step under the Ontario Labour 

Relations Act before any legal strike action can be taken. It does not necessarily mean the Association will 

go on strike or take any other form of job action. Negotiations can continue while the strike vote is being 

conducted. However, a strong mandate from a strike vote will send a clear message to the government 

and trustees that OECTA members are united and prepared to do whatever is necessary to stand together 

and protect Ontario’s world-class publicly funded education system. 

 

Next steps 

 

The strike vote will be held over a 24-hour period, from noon on Tuesday, November 12, until noon on 

Wednesday, November 13. Members will be able to cast votes electronically or by telephone.  

 

Over the coming days and weeks, you will receive communications from your local unit about upcoming 

rallies and information sessions that will be held across the province. You will also receive information 

from the Provincial Office about how to engage in the voting process. 

 

It is imperative that all members continue to monitor their personal email or visit the Members’ Area at 

catholicteachers.ca for important updates, and encourage any other member who has not already 

registered a personal email address to do so HERE.  
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NOTE: THE CONTENT OF OECTA PROVINCIAL BARGAINING UPDATES IS CONFIDENTIAL TO 
MEMBERS. PLEASE DO NOT SHARE THIS INFORMATION OR POST IT ONLINE. 

https://www.catholicteachers.ca/Members-Centre/Home
https://www.catholicteachers.ca/Members-Centre/Home
https://www.cvent.com/surveys/Welcome.aspx?s=f631ff2f-d5d5-4669-aff9-f3dd989b3281

