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OECTA RESPONDS TO COMMENTS FROM MINISTER LECCE 

 
Over the past few weeks, Minister of Education Stephen Lecce has made a number of problematic 

public statements about collective bargaining. Specifically, he has implied that any reversal of the 

government’s plans to increase class sizes will depend on teacher and education worker unions 

finding other areas to cut. He repeated these comments in an appearance last night on TVO’s “The 

Agenda.”  

 

These comments are a prime example of how this government has tried to shift blame for their cuts 

to publicly funded education. Such tactics are misleading to the public and unhelpful for working 

toward a fair agreement. Despite the Minister’s claims that he is eager to conclude contract 

negotiations, he continues to show that he either does not understand or does not respect the 

bargaining process.  

 

OECTA President Liz Stuart has issued a public statement objecting to the Minister’s assertion that 

teachers and education workers should be expected to pay for the crisis the Ford government has 

created in publicly funded education. She also called on Minister Lecce to stop undermining 

bargaining. The full statement is available at catholicteachers.ca.  

 

The Association’s goal remains to negotiate a fair agreement. To this end, the Provincial Bargaining 

Team met today with representatives of the Government of Ontario and the Ontario Catholic School 

Trustees’ Association. The parties will meet again next week.  

 

Please continue to check your personal email or the Member’s Area at catholicteachers.ca for updates 

on significant developments in the bargaining process, including information on any possible strike or 

ratification votes. Encourage fellow OECTA members to register their personal email address HERE. 
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NOTE: THE CONTENT OF OECTA PROVINCIAL BARGAINING UPDATES IS CONFIDENTIAL TO 

MEMBERS. PLEASE DO NOT SHARE THIS INFORMATION OR POST IT ONLINE. 

https://www.catholicteachers.ca/Account/Login?returnurl=%2fMembers-Centre%2fHome
https://www.cvent.com/surveys/Welcome.aspx?s=f631ff2f-d5d5-4669-aff9-f3dd989b3281

