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GOVERNMENT EDUCATION ANNOUNCEMENT WILL MEAN TEACHER JOB LOSS 
 
This morning, the government announced a series of far-reaching changes that will have a significant 
impact on teachers, students, and classrooms.  
 
Of critical importance was the Minister’s announcement of changes to class size. In her address, the 
Minister stated that: 
 
• In the secondary panel, average class size requirements will be drastically increased, from 22 to 

28 students. The Association estimates this will mean that some classes will exceed 40 students. 
• In the elementary panel, the funded average class size for Grades 4 to 8 will be increased from  

23.84 to 24.5. The Minister admitted this will mean an average of one more student in every Grade 
4 to 8 classroom in Ontario. 

 
This will have several important consequences. 
 
TEACHING POSITIONS WILL BE LOST 
 
The Association estimates that 5,000 teaching positions in Catholic schools will be lost as a 
result of the government’s decision to increase class sizes.  
 
Although the Minister tried to claim no current teachers will lose their jobs, cuts of this magnitude will  
result in fewer teachers teaching more students. 
 
THE ASSOCIATION IS TAKING ACTION 
 
The Association will be analyzing Ministry of Education documents over the coming days, and will be 
communicating further with you about the implications of the announcement. 
  
Several of the matters raised are for collective bargaining. Legal counsel has been consulted and we will 
use all means at our disposal to defend our right to collectively bargain these important workplace issues 
on behalf of our members. 
 
TAKE ACTION 
 
The strength of our Association rests with you, our members. An engaged, unified membership is 
essential to make sure the government knows that we, as a collective, will do whatever it takes to stand 
up for our students, ourselves, and our profession.  
 
Below you will find an email link for Minister of Education Lisa Thompson. We encourage you to email and 
let her know what you think about today’s announcement. Remember to keep your comments 
professional, and refrain from personal attacks. Consider mentioning points such as: 
 
• Increasing class sizes will mean a reduction in the number and variety of programs and supports for 

at-risk students in some schools. This will undermine Ontario’s reputation as a world-renowned public 
education system. 

  

NOTE: THE CONTENT OF OECTA PROVINCIAL BARGAINING UPDATES IS CONFIDENTIAL TO 
MEMBERS. PLEASE DO NOT SHARE THIS INFORMATION OR POST IT ONLINE. 



• By increasing class sizes, and reducing the number of teachers in schools, some classes in core 
subject areas, like math, will grow to more than 40 students. This will hurt the learning environment 
and teachers’ working conditions. 

 
 

EMAIL THE EDUCATION MINISTER 
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